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:.snCIIURES AI'm LETTERS
;~.·~,S?ONSEtZATES

T~,.·. :u,ctlon

The Stat,~,:: 1 ',?,', :-;,,;r,y, :',{ '" '·,-nt1.p<1.<l.11y strtv1,l'i.2. >: ";. Tf ~,n(:
methods that 1vi ~,~ ',il(,,'" ",,' --: q'lestionnair~"3 ~-et\)n-:.:?,'.; i-:.n.-,1:,l. :..,,02
lllail by ferm an" :'llV'-' '')l'';'~,''':' 1)1'1" ~qc:, effort tr.' :1.r:crease lllEt1 j','iilTnfl

was the '.1<:'., ,1: :'1(, :; "'C'-'" ,", ,,"'" (:'}( k '"rr"il,,- ",-~'S gel (~(>'ed fo,' r:H'
,'ecembt',r 1)7', :~1,'..\ ,,"·'PI9.,'H ,':;-' >'>c',!""" ~"'I.l •..irJ~ rraY'1e surveys iT' ;,'
I!.vestod" '1lultipJe h,;;' d .~': L T~,'> hog samplE> n~ceived a broch:1re titled
"<log :':la'.lg'1t<,,'l - Do '. ,1

0 F0~'C ral,t" anf~ the cattle Ramplp r~cei.ved a
brochecfi' titled .;,;.,1<",,', i';n~ brochures aTe presented i:l the
.;pp.·ndix.) ~';'t!' ',rn:' '"j';, [,o"1.:a',c,(-'" inf"·;:"1nat1.on that cOl,ld help th? 'ive-
,',.vck r,rcJuCIi'1:S g;:~~!? :J' ;_, ':,h:::L ;, ;'-':'.J,1.er: ;:LnGtherefore t'l'!r,e ,qrlvantage
,:t l'l8,[ker. conditi-,"'" ;~~. wee' al.:;,! rlesigr,ed to help the respondent
tnterpret 8Ur\1ey <i:~t;).

1m earlier sr.,.dy COI1:\',:cL.·d 1" '-ite:;,., "~n]j indlc;,tI"d that brochures sent
before \:he mult~p]f' [(elli' ;,\<:,;.1 li;"iS'_"\~F)aires resulted in a better response
rate than brochilF':,:; g,'nt "lit.h t"',,,, i,i,. ::t ~'~nnairQ. B:::.sed on this result all
mlltiple ir8m~ states ~rr~ :0 ~0n~ th~ ~rnchure to the entire sample before
mailing the 1Ilu] f' pl" ;1'J' ·It'<'H'(t! C';·'.'i ~':.' ,.;• However. the. Wisconsin stud'J' also
indicated Lb,1", al '''ller maL,b1 ~''(: ,i to thE. o:;uestionnaire elicited a better
response thn" :lld ':'~OC~11;""C', ' o1'Efor(', it s(:'t':'med advisable to conduct ,1

test in se:Lected ,; ·,:"2:> U' ,'·'t·,; tf ':1'--:" '-<len,:' any be'H.'fits frmfl [he
nationwide UFle of ;', ,',") .•.,,'<';

The Minnesota ~SO and !;i.'I·"~"·n s;-,' ,., n 1e ipatcd in the study to tebt the
effectiveness of i"j' ~",-,c" pi":' ';lreR to increase mo.il rcsponsea from farm
and ranch 0PPUll>:),: "·'~"O~f!. r:':',"~ M::l,R8ouri t'l!:'re sp.lected hec8uRe of the
following;

2. They Ih:lecten ii',:' ',a:'ple which would minimize conditioning
effpcts of p~:..c.·i \, ~~u~rVP:Y;3~

The alternfltlve procedur,~s -w""-" ' ,I'cod during the 1974 December Hog Multiple
Frame Survey nnd the Jall'Jdrl l')J',ntt1.e Multiple Frame Survey. Four treat-
ments wert' tested 1" rolll:':' at t'h<><;·" ~mrveys. Each treatment wea the same for
hog and cattl(~ sarVP'/R e" -·"t tllc1.t the cattle and h"g brochures ·:H.ffered,
The broch\j!'(:~ uged ":'\31,; nn~ ·vi,\\.l nlon'>; therpfore. a cover letter accompanied

11 William ¥. Kelly lnd ~r~d~rl~ A. Vogel. Etfect of Select~d Procedures
On Mal.l. QU~fJt.ion,1_~~_c.:~. .?-~·.,:':'':..':'.l!.Y.._ Farm Operators. 1974. United States
Department of AgrlcLd t-.;;:"f', : tat:J·e;tical ReportlnR Service.



r,' :,:rochu".I-;. "';,e tT.~; ~"'li'nts tested were as follows:

sent ~~fore the questlonnaire.

2. ;.·r,'.') q "md 1" .. 'E-r sent with the questionnaire.

1 '.eU,,;~S"'l"t ',1" the questionnaire,

4. Ccntr01 group - nn brochure or letter sent.

The ~.etrt:rR '0nt with i.h' ;J>:<)~hur<.'s, t!'l!&tments 1 flrlc1 ::, and thE: letteo: nent
independent af the ~ri' u~p Lreatment 3. were the same within states except
the l.atter did not ("p' ';1r ttle P. S. stating a brochu,'e was also included.
Thl' Appefldix coro:,,·,t ; ~.. )~"c<; nf the letters usen by t:w states. In Missouri,
a l'e-.',:'nder ':'arci was a~pr t·, (~dch respondent in add it ton to what wag required
',j •...ach t~'eatment.

Roth states selc-,:':h': ti~ 109 and t-atrle samples usfng regular survey pro-
,:edures. -;:'he silmpleR \".':e ~i\e;l systematically divid.~d into four parts within
Atrata and then the fOilr ': c~atments were randomly .'1sstgned. All strata except
the extreme operator 1"t"1~" '",ere included in the project. These extreme
operator strata '~'ere d('~ -'ted because of small sample ~dzes and because of
t.he large aumbm- of pn':.~te!:ts tha t required special handling.

The timing of the survey ::1 Mtnnesota and Missouri (~:{fered slightly. as shown
in the follcll..ri':,p. <;"hedul,~:

l'1innesota Missouri

Mailed presurvey letter !'\t:

brochure

Ma.fled list quee~i().l)ICdr

Mailed reminder c,ird

Hogs Cat t 1." Hogs Cattle

Nov. 15 Dec. J3 Nov. 13 Dec. 12

Nov. 20 Dec. l'~ Nov. 18 Dec. 11

Nov. 21 Dec. 20

Results

Table I shows the retun: 'c "J treatment for hogs and cattle I re,spectively.
rhe treatmenr- using a letter sent before the questionnaire had the greatest
percentage of qUP9tionnnj~pq returned by mail. The treatment with the brochures
S'~llt before the questiorlnaire (the procedure recommended by the Data Collection
Prllnch for the multiple frame states) showed a alightly greater percentage of
questionnaires returned than returned by the control group. However. when the
Drochures were sent: "dt h the questionnaires. lower response rates usually
resulted when compared to the control group.
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The analysio l'si.~lg the Dunnett' A procedure is shown in Table II. The
hypother.ir, '~R\:E'd i'f'~ 2c~cl' ",':"/:,_:.' ~-'uu that th,-, ma~J rHtt~ or return was
signific:-''l'~J i~r?f-,te:-: r0~ [1":1)<-,'_- tlle tlt-C'i-' tre-,"tu10nts compared to thr:
control. ~,'he ':!~'IC for d.,c }1Lnn~'!2.':'::' hog s'uvey i.ndicated tlVlt the letter
s[~nt befon~ dw 'c.C',;-:-~T"ti',,),:te ar.,l the brochur( --:.,\)':hf'fore th~ question~
n,iire rdl;'l-~ c_~J _ 7, :ni ~ i. ;:-etU'(,1 rates that were ~lgnii: iCdntly b•.~u er than the
ret ..•rns ror ,_1\' :JUt.. ,_,( ?,rnu:, , 'i'h:Lc-\ ir,iplics i.:;;at the d:tff"!¥en<~I:' between
these treal::1Ji;nr;' t-';!:!;';: )HH ,••1-wt .::.<:tH be (,'ontr:_buterl to uf"nnlj,'ig v:n-i--
ation. nnl y (:IP : c· .' ~ :H'[,T: h;,;'~"'-"(~the q\li;'--U_Dlnai-re in Hillnesota for
cat t le 1:eE~.l·~'..:._(~.i ~ '.. t ~~~,r- -,-H:"~t!.y ry ~ l ~_~e1wr)..~_~i. y ~:-:'priIi:~e r~ t ~~t lU1:1 .~hE control.
For the. d~,~:",,;J C" .._~~' ',; '.',,:)18 in Hi8s0uri. '.he;'I'> Here no slgni f .tr.;}nt dif-
feren(.:~':: "' .. " ;~,:",:', ~f,-" t'''.t' ':!l':~'-'e ;_:--,:,'>~r"-~';B compare-oJ to the
control.

t-iot oni,y .l;'j L_ 1'H\'01",I.,,': '..0 ~Xfll1~n(;th(~ effects of L'I'atments on mail
rcsponsiCS, but Hlf'v ;.i' el.[c.:.LB on all typf'S (,f '·'-,:i:;onses. That vi;, the
effects d lffercnt ri,' '''...:H(;> i'~Hl or. !- efusa:.ts Ull'"',n;:.u:p-!c sibles.

From Table I, it a-pl--cars thv( t11t: je;_I:E! c·E,nt bf'ion~ the questionn:1ire showed
the higheGt m.,~~ !.'·.~tl.\1"n; it Bl,w ,','c:ped to show t.hp ;'~ghest refusal and
inacce.gsih';"e t',:lt; HO\-jcvP!', O_M T;'1;,L(, III '>.OO\olS, nonc· of t[:e refusals and
inaccessible r.~t:C:8 if"'re sj gntfiuw':_ "~.- d~ [f<:rent f rom the control using
Dunnett's t~Gt procc~ure.

The previous 1'_:;C5 or sign1fi.u-mce ,.,~re conducted or,. 8tates by livestock
surveys independen: [rom cach other. It iR c18u of interest to test the
difference between the three lreatlhents comp.qred to the control for the
combined r£>5ulla. 'i~""rle IV LI'Hcates the re~;u] tB oj: using the p\ 1/ pro-
cedure tc- test for si ;"n~_fi,~<mt differences betHf:€cn th;:. mail reaponse rates
for the control COl'I{:Al ~d to the (,thcr thr'eE' tt eatlllentA. The l~tter sent
before the q',;e,.;tlonnL'he h:\d n signIficantly better matl r~9pon8e rate than
the contr.ol. '!'L~ bco~hul'e Bent before the questionnalre and the brochure
sent with the qUCA:: 1onna~.t"e••rere nc.t c.ignificant better than the control.

Sumn~ry and Conclusions

The letter s('nt h·f(1)_,r~ the quegtionnait:e did improve the mail response rate
compared to tlw cont-rol group, This tl"~8tment uRually resulted in the largest
percentage of refusa18 nnri inaccessibles although it did not differ signifi-
cantly from contTn1• C~nj~~ture at this point wauld inrlicnte that the pre-
survey letter &lV:Vt~ "bur.1(,,;'Lline""c8:)f'''Jenl:l 1,llTe ti.l,1!~ to rea<:,t' to the survey
which has hoth F\ neg;ltive ilnd p'1fd I' tve effec:t on mAil return rates with the
posit ive I?ff ec t l11t\ch Rreat-i."-t'.

Only for Minn('Rotc hOi7,:i dIrt the brochure sent before the queationnaire result
in a significant dl~terence in mail resp0nsa rates over the control group.
However. the CO-i")!o,.:",1 "~c'l: for stAtes (1').) for thi;; 1 reatment \,a13 non signif-
icant. TheRe n~:;ul.ts indicate it is very mar~:tn"l ·•..•p~t'wr ti,e extra time and

'lJ Harold F. t-luddleston. C',)rnblnatlon of I~deEJ~_\~d~l!; J~:.~!:Statistics. United
States 11I'ilfH'r,c,]fcnt of Ap;riculture. StatiB' ',; 't,~p,H·t -Lng Service



the extra mailing cost involved warrant the use of b'rochures sent before
the questionnaire.

The brochure sent with the questionnaire did not havf' a significaI\tly higher
percentage return rate by -nail th.'ln the control greaT' and in two out of four
l:ases there was even 8 lOwer mailing rate although thiR was not tt~Bt2d for
significance.

Based npon this information, it is recommended not to include A brochure with
the questionnaire in a survey without further ,:estfng. It is unclear why this
treatment should have a lower response rate. However, n posRibi11ty is farmers
and ranchers fail to "bother" with or read mail that :'ontained several pieces
of material in an envelope.

The purpose of this Stud7 WRa to evaluate the use of ~ ~rochure and compare
it with the \lse of a lette,' to improve survey respollse. The best mail returns
jn both states for both Hlirveys resulted from the U3€ of the preaurvey letter.
Considering the cost of (f~':€loping and printing brochures compared to a
letter. it 1s recommended that presurvey letler9 be uSI'1d over the use of pre-
survey brochures.

There is strong evidence that no brochures or letters ~~houldbe included with
the qU€Rt ionr~aire in a matl '311rvey. Pre-survey] i~t!:<' rtl will improve mail
returns; however, factors such 8S extra printing :.)«1 :ne.iling costs as well as
slightly higher refusal rateH need to be considered. Only in Minnesota did
t he pre-survey letter 8ubRtRt'.t1ally affect mail retIH·llS. It is doubtful whether
the small improvement in mati rates in H18souri was tlOTrh the extra costs and
effort involved.
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Control
..........,-,,_ .....__._..._'''_ .. ,,_.~_ ", c_-.o'_L ,-_

Hj;~~foT't~

TABLE I: Distribution of Sample by Treatmen~ aod Response Category to the Rog and Cattle
Multiple Frame Surveys. M1nne~ota and Missouri 1/

__ ~~_.-= ~~ . ~ '_.~ __ . ._. k~_~_, ....._.........-~.._~_....._...~< , __ ._ ••• ~ __ ••••• _ •••• _,,-. ~~_" •• _~ 'F"-_
TREA.,.:-iEN·i

• __ •• -'-_~ • __ ~_ •• ~ __ ~ • ••••••• " __ • • ~ , > •••••• ~ '_~R.~ __ .~ __ ._. ~"_,~ •• __ ,- •••.. '~"

Response Brochure & Letter 5·::-nt Frochur", & l.e ::€.r Se-rri.. I·",~·:~~·Y" Se~;'
____. Cate:B~."::L"~_ f)''Jfcre Questionnaire ._..y.i.!E..J:,tt.~~.t!.f"iD:~ir:!_"~ ._m .gH.es.~ tr.mrt<, ..~.;.

MAIL

i\i'Jtf..BE R. PERCE~JT_._---,...~_.._---- ~;1JMEEl< ?~:LC.~i~'.!:--~_.Y' .~....- .__._,"~"' ".-'-""_ ~1.r.'ffi~:D. PERCE~..,~ " .. -' ."-.-.-" - ~ ..~-.,,'.-.....•.'.--

Minnesota
Missouri

REFUSALS AND INACCESSIBLE

Minnesota
Missouri

133
158

30
32

32.6
28.5

7.4
5.8

115
153

20
36

28.3
27.6

4.9
6.5

145
176

23
47

35.8
31.8

5.7
8.4

97
169

31
34

23.8
30.4

7.6
6.1

._---_ .._------------------------------------~--..,..,.~---~--_._-------_._------~-~.._----- •..._----------
CA'ITLE and CALVES

MAIL

Minnesota
Missouri

REFUSALS AND INACCESSIBLE

Minnesota
Missouri

113
131

39
33

34.6
33.8

12.0
8.6

115
107

38
43

35.2
27.8

11. 7
11.1

151
135

50
43

46.3
35.0

15.4
11.2

112
130

35
39

34.5
33.6

10.7
10.2

1/ The original samples were based upon an optimal allocation procedure and the numbers and percents were
weighted according to proportionate allocation.



TABLEII Froport1on of que3t1onnaire returned by mail for the four tr.eatments used in the :log and ;::<It.:::'~ MUltiple

FraE2 Sur:e). Minnesota and Missouri !I

Sx

"'M'~.' _.•• __ " _

._-_.---=---, ..~----
'l'reatmentsCategory

~8 and Pigs

.--....-.--....--.-------,.'1",- -----.----.-

I
I

Minneaota

~tissouri

**,326

.285NS
**.358

.0735 .0194
Cattle and Calves

Minnesota

Missouri
• 463"'*

S~-ON.jj

.345

" 336

.0735

.0639
.0182

.0238

l:.:'
·,;~~.cgif1cantly Better ~~,t.1.1re.spOi:.-t~r,", E'=i:':: tha,:' ~.~-~,~i.,cn(l'·~) c,t '1;;>' 1-;
Yon Sigu.if1cal~L

T'ie one !.dded j)~m!.",tUj Ce.mpariElQ!1 test st ;);"".01
, was used to testjf t!eatme:"'\t& '''~re ~;'.~:;ifica[1tlybett'2!r" than thecontrol Pi - Pc > t (Dunnett) Sd.



Cattle Multiple Frame Survey, Minnesota and Missouri !/
TABLE III Proportions of questionnaires that were refusals or inaccessibles for the four treatments in the Hog and

I

.J Sd~X

Category J Treat1aents t (Dunnett)

'------
Hogs and Pigs BB/Q BTrlIQ LB/Q Control

Minnesota .074NS •04~S .057NS .076 .0353 .0121Missouri .058NS
.0655S .084NS ,061 .0309 .0106

Cattle and Calves
Minnesota .12oNS .117NS •154NS .107 .0532 .0183Missouri .086NS .111!is .1l2NS .102 .0451 .0155

NS Non Significant

!/ The one sided Dunnetts C~1son Test at a- .01 was used to test if treatments were significantly differentthan the control.



'!',F:,t:.L'I. Pfocel .•l1re to Test TreatmenlB fur :'iaU R~;sponse :vttes .\gsinst the CllntL
for States Combined by Spec:1.~s and Combined by State and Species 1/

.._-_ .•..._"-~--,...., . ---States Combined by Species
-------------------- ---- .~~~._.~------'- ~---- ,---,,_.-~--_ .•.._""- --- --- .,.~-~---.-

-,--- --------- ------
Treatments

----~._----'-----~

--------_._------------~--

Cattle

- ---~,----_.,.._-------_._._--~- _.~--- ---,,- ,. -- ~- -~----,.-",.- ~---------._-
States and Species CJmbined

Hogs

__________________________________ .- .~v •• _~_~.._· • -~- ~.' - •• ~,-.,~~-"'---.-
----,-

Control Tested Against:

Brochure & Letter sent
~efore Quesliounaire

Brochure & Letter sent
With Questionnaire

Letter sent Before
Questionnaire

PA Value

16.36**

Teet 1/

4

4

PA Value Test 2/ PA Value -:'est1/

11 •64* 4 1'1 _S7NS 8

5.56NS 4 7.60NS 8

16.17** 4 32.53** 8

"Y The P
A

Procedt:re was used t:; -.:est :::he overall lre,qtlIll"nl: efr'=cts ot" ,:\:, cODlbjnf'd indcuencent gurv('jo"5

** Significantly better mail response rate than thp. control at a - .01
* Significantly ~ietter mail respot!se rate than the control at (1 ,. .05

(
_2

2 L Ln P t > t ) > Xi - c
~/ Test degrees of freedom equal two times the number of states
3/ Test degrees of freedom equal four times the number of states

00
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tPl(~tr\lI([
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 0' AGRICULTURE

. ~ .!". J5SOuRI DEPARTMENT 0' AGRICULTURE
.I , •••••••

••• '..c,' ;'oJ, .' f•..~••P. O. Box L, Columbia,Missouri 65201
November 18. 1974

Dear Farm Reporter:

Crop and livestock production has caught everyone's full attention
these days. Reliable information on potential food supplies from our
farms is essential to intelligent marketing by farmers. Shortly
YOU'll have the opportunity of participating in a nationwide effort to
develop such useful information.

You and 2,300 other scientifically selected Missouri producers will
receive a brief form asking about your farm, with special attention
directed toward hog and pig operations. This small sample will be
surveyed each quarter for one year and then be replaced with a new
sample. Your individual report will remain confidential and will be
summarized with other reports to provide those in agriculture with
State and national indications of the December 1 hog and pig inventory;
June-November farrowings; and December 1974 - May 1975 intended
farrowings.

The USDA Hogs and Pigs Report will be available through the office of
your Missouri Crop and Livestock Reporting Service on the afternoon
of December 23.
Thanks kindly for your interest and help. If you have any questions
when the form arrives, please place a collect call to Mr. Doug Deeker
in my office. Telephone N 314-442-2211 Extension 3135.
Sincerely,

d~d1 ~ #~#t~

Donald W. Barrowman
Agricultural Statistician in Charge

P.S. I have enclosed an article that you might find interesting.
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MINNESOTA CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPORTING SERVICE
U. s. Department of Agriculture

Statistical Reporting Service
Minnesota

Department of Agriculture
Metro Square Building, Suite 270

7th & Robert Sts., St. Paul, Minn. 55101

December 13, 1974

!'l fffrnhl~l, only nle' rn.' ,. I n certain -- change.
dt'71J,zndrei, iabte and h"'!' 7. ,'~t.at;'i8tics on u1hich to
in~7 thesf' strxt:iBt<r:';] [d -':,» .iCJb~ bU7; we need your

As (, r>esult, fa1'11ler>$need and
base their decisions. Provid-
help.

Tn a fl''U' days, you UJi! / ;. "fOce1-v1-ng a questionnair>e asking about the number' of
c,lttIe and call'es in iF".!' .''11'm1:ng operation. Your>r>epor>t is needed to help u~
,t"tain ma:cirmllllac~ur>acZ1'~l' MinnesotAJ.'s cattle and calf estimates. We need your
report even if YOit dc.' }:,,;, l:c:l'e any cattle and ca7.ves.

i.'.; ~,Fl keep cur> C0StS 1 '

;~t t'l U3 by December ;)11,

CC";,Jct tr..ose u7IC hal't::'

r:)1~nimumif you will co,.rrpZete this inquiry and l'etum.
','1'nce 7.Jemust account far> all of our sample, tJe must

"pt:ponded by that date.

':f you have aHY q7.lesti/ ." "f? the inquiry, call ,Iim Sands, coll-eot, at 612-296-3878.
H.' dJ l be happy to an ;,)," :fna> questions. If we car; be of fwother sel'vioe., or
I')"vtde ~1(lU u,"'th ,'fh·' ·,:.L'·p':77tio'Y', please let UB kn(:1Ll.

"tiC'le lJhicn may Cls[;ist b~'7.,in your livestock planning.

r!l'T: fTy..:3: 7-IJ
E:n,-' Zcpu'['e



U.S. Department of Agriculture
Statistical Reporting Service

CATTLE CALCULUS

i' '{J' ,. "c!rcd (or Cu"elll

This Yf'ar thl'rp haw' b(:cn othpr
factors to disrupt normal markdinl;(
pattf'Tns.

SJaught"r ran much heavier than
u<;ual in Januarv as hoth seJler~ '1nd
bUYf'rs tril'd to do lIwir markl'ting-s
beforp an annolln<:ed truck strike in
Fpbruary.

La ter a sharp price hreak caused
farmers to rf'sum •.. holding cattle to
Iw>avil'r weights in hope of easing their
loss positions,

Finally. high feed costs I'ncouraged
many producers to kel'p thl'ir feedN
animals on pasture longer, meanjn~
that when t1wy finl\lIy w(!nt into feed-
lots the~ wei!(hed mprp than usual and
art' taking a shorter time to finish off.

So, wh('nevl'r you make a forecast,
you nf'ed to chec\( on what's happen'
ing wit h the wt'atl1er, fel'ding rates,
rHtion composition. fel·ding costs,
market weights, slaug-htf'T prices, and
so on-and thpn use your best judg'
mf'nt as to what all thpst' indiciite for
futur,> markl'tings.

Slp{J Three. Eslmwte To/al Steer
and Heifer S/aul!hfcr.

Your e~timat~' of fcd cattle market,
ings can bp f'xpanded into a total for
all steers and heifNs slaughtl'fl'd by
rf'fpYTin~ to SRS' latest ('allie /flI}('/l

tory n'port (issu •.d Fpbruary and July)
and thl' labl •• on till' t.op or pag-I' 2.

To df'l.t,>rmine this total. dividl' your
,'slima!.' of f•.d cattle mark('(inl-(s inlo
your ••"tima!.' or thp fNI c;,(,tlt· per,
l't'ntllgc ul' tulld st.'pr lInd hpil' •.r
slau~ht..,..

For .'xampl." if you think f,·d calliI'
mark.,tinlls will provick KH p"re'/'nt of
t1w tot:II, you would divid •. your fNI
calli.· p~timatR of 6.1 million hpad hy
O.HK.

Your total for all stf'er and hE'ifer
slaughter, consequently, is 6.9 million.

You will not(' for April-June 1974,
f •.d cattle markl'tings rppresf'ntl'd 87
IWf(,f'nt of «.tal stp('r and heifer

",:,.,'l,'d ,jP\""ti',ll in 1973 and
r. ;p iJistori,aJ norm>; will give

Cd ;<in of thf' host of factor:; that
'" i lU considN in forecasting

~t {l:i~ ~~~:-.!"rno
i;. 'nJ\' •.illll •.men f •..d animals to

''''Il'1'' w,'ig"';-, furttwr slowing tht'
tnllVI'Pq'j" i pf ;;:lIn1;ds th rrJugh the prp,

t~1',-'1,IJJ' !~d In:1r~.('tjll~ sY1='lt·m.
'j'i,,, rf':,lIll 01 "II t.hi~ was much

:-"'W' J i'I'od than "sual sJaught('rpd dur,
onl- ':1' :".rma! mar~.'ling !,-wflods,

Tl .. ;.,1.'.1['n" is a simpl,' matter of
i "I'.'. :'''lll' <'l1mbinf'd total of

ii " 'IIIill 111';1.1,)tl thf' l1orizontallill€
,-~J I': i ll!d !':;If f'S 1h,· !1umhf'r of January

<:,1 ~i,· ('" :., cI in th(' appropriate
w.'i,:: j : r',,,:,,, Fr"l11 that point you
wuu;;; Ih,\w ;\ strai~ht linl' up to the
<1;;,;;"",,: '1',(1 l('lid off the forf'casted
"'d': », ,i;'n'l""y-J\br('h mark('tin!!s,
'" ,;,!,.j'J 'I', ',bout 6.1 million.

11 I:;, ,.,' th .•l the chart on pag-I'
" ',,":u<1.,s numbers and dots

·'11] h,'It>\" Ul" diagonal line.
I'll' ,...~ dut~ J.l!~H'{llp the Y(lars in the

,!Hcad<.' 'II' 11i'/l act ual April-June
"'.' "r I!.' h .•,'" (Jpvialed from the
hi,',,, ,. '.i Ir"nd <Ii, shown b~' thl' di,

.. ,

: T7l, for instance, st'vere cold
;,,,i! 111-"(J,,~('d \V(OI wl'ather during the
wi Ill," DJ1d ~pring renucl'd use 0 f pro,
t •• ', • ".11:, I" "a,,,,,' of their high cost,
,'I,d 'I,,, pr>bil,,~i1)n ag"im,t Ilsing DES
.' .. : hrol'.:il I",,"ter )'l'sulted in slower
Iha'i .5-ua! \\-t'l!~fll gtlillS.

"'I',' Ill' Ill!:\', it took ca~lle a good
il(')'! t..~I1':'-'" to leach m:jr~pt weighto.
di.""upting tJII' normuJ timl' relation-
shi~"; ll"I\<'l'cn w.,j~dlt Ol! a given date
~'JHj :,-,;L:-'f'tjlWnl ~lltughter.

'(I"'n, "I! I"p "I' this delny, pro,
ducp}. pk\d\.t.r, ~lnd ('onsumf'r Y('aetions
I" i' I,~' ~r""7t"; W,'It· 1m additional

d'\,\V1o.'tlCIJ d~II)Wn into the mnr-

Haising awl S' llinl! nit: IE' lor !H"';'
takf's skill-'-not 1\I:,j in pr·,·I.".

techniquE's but ill tin>Jll~ 'nar~· ("T '."

ilS to get th(' b('sl I'Ds.':ihi., pric.'
Threl' SHS r('pod.'. ("iltic ," f'

(~(.'Itl(' Inl'cntil.""', and j .1 ~'.-.'t(l(·i. /~I'(I!J.!.).~

fer, .1H:> m\J~l reading Ie. ·Hll~,,· f';l:; I,·

producer who, \\'allf. •••to ,;-~~,:):1\ '/;-11'1 :;:1'

of th~ roil rkt, t. frill H I ~ b:H1 ll'
11k1rkf't tal,,, ,,<ll'al1l, .,.' .,j :,i':1.

In this arllc}p ",·(-,·l~ •..iHI'V \ ~! l'I".v

to use till'S(' thn'" ~"." r('p",·j,
gau~~f? rnt_p"k{::.t ~'UPlllil"S jJl thl'l ('(';-nl1'

to (; months.

S(I'p ()n,' Est! n,·i i,('(j

M(1rh,'Iinl<s
Thf' b'.,lk :f tip· '-':.,[>:,r,'s h··,';

ph' about 7.', pl'l'.~'n' ,'",!!' "''''1
f('d cattJf' prUdllCl'd in (11 ;q,' , ...

th,> potf'ntial "'pply oj fpel " I::
n10r~) than all\ OPit'r -:lq..,d" ft\(';,

1,\lhal dptf'nnIIlt·~ catt/! r-I:~!('f'~ ill 1:11'

~h()rt run.
St.!'''rs in tll<' Ii~),i ('wj ',( 11,,'

7fJO'900 pOllnd w,'i~hl ~"'ilp sho\"" "
lh. ('<lUif' Oil [-'('"d n'p"r!. ",nd ,lIl ;!",
stE'l'r~ and hf'if,'[,-: n~ rh{ ,rndt-'l ;'i';'!

pOlinG catf'l!Or\' V'l!! rr.>\,dl' fl., 1J1Iik
of fpd mark{ltulg;- •. o~ {t: ,} nl~'nths it:

'('(\ dh.l>.tfal! lap.- ~'\!'I 1~J.n r~,;
April,Junp 1"7:) Ipd '·atl!,· n.ark, :,,, ,

J\s.sunw thf' ( (JUle' (Ill t· .'(' i, 01'

to he publis'u'd tl:HHI;:1"\ ~}!l -"lJ,Il\\S '~

,nllli!!:1 ;-\t{'tJr~ jUt) non ~,,'t:!l<l.{,!n 1(1

I"ts as ot ,hnuary I. r,d,p IlIJii' c: "",.
lll.mll<'r (prl"Ulllllbl\ iib<lu! 1:<lJ1\,:' Ii,J
h~' 011 tlu' !il~h' "rid of Ihl, Wl-~' f~'
,:nlllp) .ltlc1 ,l(~d if tn j)ltO :td;~1 n:!lII~" ,

(.t .....it·t'l'S nlld 1-,"'\'-(>1:, 11\ fll(' i-I:,}~, l.;~',\

,1'1(1 IItHicl" l'L:l'" 1"'1'", '~Wlnp~" Ij

I.Jt t l' r I'll: tl n' 1 ~1 'I I 0 ;' d

nqnhllll'l! {ot..l '." o:rlo) ',I' ': ,I Ir!il:' :1

rillS C()tllhlIH'~1 1.11 ',i ilf'xl 11[">('0:.• ~(.

t~ plottt'd un tlB' C;l:q: I, ih" >'.J;" 'c

of }J:ll!:(' ,) vvhl!·!J rh t1]i.: '. \;iI njst~},·: ,;

1,,'I;,tio!lsilips tl1'l( /1,1\" ,,,j,'rl i.,'
t\\"p("n tiH' tlulnbct" of C;JtJ If' (Hl f,-,t'd lit

dl('St' \\·pjghf grPllps Janll(lr~y Hn{~ f,·r:

\"::ltth' n)<lrk(·tll1~~~In Aprd ,ltH!!
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SLAl1C;HTEH TRI-:NDS

CATTLE COUNT
\'ol:'lll •. pr,.hahly best d,·scrilws

!,,,lay'~ ['alii" ,"dusl. ~. SlIdll) "I,ifb ill

t:nditiona! t n'!Hb in [Hltput and mar-
k i'tlllgs; eost price probll'm<; for pro·
"llPprs~ alld tl1•. naggm~ une,'rt:unty 01

w h:It, 's ah"ad.
DI'cisiollS produn'rs ar(' making

"0"'" an' sonw of the m""t di fficult
they'vp l'vpr had to make.

Nnthing ~uarante(>s making tb"
ngbt plans for br('pding, fattening. and
';('Iling cattlp. But the opportunity for
I,,·tll'r choicps impr"v!'s wlwn the pro-
<II"" r works With CUff!'nt and rPliablp
Information in(hcating industry-wide
"dlvity.

The Statistical Reporting Service
provides information that covers these
maIn ar"as: inventory numbers and
\:11111',bn',·ding intt'ntions and livestock
Ilirt h<;, and slall~ht\'l' Reports also
providf' "stimatps of ('attlp on {'pf'd by
wl'i\,(ht \,(roups, placl'ml'nts. marketings,
"nd markPl.ing int.l'ntions.

Tht' ~ignificat\l. t.hit\~: 1.0 {'[)t\si(kr "
Ih"l tlll"" it\dll';lllo!ls )'I·['i,·,I wll;iI
p"(lll\ll'\'f~ II'porl III SU~,

SitS, throl1gh ,IN ,11 Sial" l"i,'l<I
IJrt'ICI·t,. ("()lltru'I:'\ II rt',Jn·;"lI·llt ••IIVI· ',;1111

1>1" "I [I,,' Nl\tioll'~ ,·,,(11<'[111'" hy
In;lIl Iplt'pill)lll'l ;11\11 IWJ'~lJtI'" Itdt·!"

,I1'\\"S 'I'h(' lI\\)t'(' In1'orrnatll)l1 Sf<S nJ!

[""h. 1\", 1110"" 1",'llalJ!I- II", ",till\:,l",
[':a['11 ridd ollie,· pr<·pan·c", :,'Imm:\i'\

,,1' th,' local "tllatioll for rl'VH'W b~
ll'"'sto",' "xp,'rh with Sf{S at lh"
;)o'p.,,! m('nl "I' l\gn{'ullll'" '" W.rsh
'1lf;loll. D,('

1'1",,,, olTil'l.d St:,I,' "'id !latll'lIed
i)~lirn;J1t'S (tn- r"p<Irtl'c1 hv t\li.· III " •....'-; .ttill

bro.llll';I<';!<·I·~, ('1)111'~I' (·('()lll)nli.''1l~ .llld

farnloq.!,ani/,at\OIls.
Liv"sLock "stim:ltl'S "bout produc-

tlllii :rlld markt'ting prOSpl'l'tb arl' work-
ing tools Lhat help caLLlemen betl('l'
Iud\.'" 111f'ir "Ollrs" of ad,lon.

Why /lu/her;
Why shuuld any farm"r w,,,t~· hi~

l.irne makin~ ('laboratf' lll>1rkf'h"" tOI'<"

("a";.ts?
Because his future may depend on it
Today's farming costs too much to

afford the luxury of markl'Ung ne·
glpct. In fact, soml' l'xl"'r1.~ >*1' market-
ing <;ophisti,'ation 'IS thf' deciding fac-
tor III who will lw farming ;l. 10, 1 fJ
"Pllr~ ('rolll now

hPlr", slaughter with total ('ow and
!IU!~ slaught£'r,

The hypothetical numbl'rs Wl' VI'
hl'l'n working with so far would pul
:hi·, "rand lotal at 8.7 million Iw.,d

K ..-)t~ "7
K,~ II ';'
!l.::nlf
",'il;:!

:~.;-, ,'-HI-...f~

H.·l!lll

;-;,ti 1'i
~, 1 t)
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,'i .Ii~IH
!I II: ~~)
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~1.111.1
:\;,.77'1

KF,:,
~q;,,1
,I. I 0:,
i'\.~lm·;

:\:'.~):C
',',ib
K.hi:1
".'Wl
K.,'iHI

:~:) ()~~-l

1'.477
H,;;:IO
If,112
fUlt)7

:1.'i.02fi

Tota I
('ommpr

rial
slaugh-

tPf

Thousand hrad

i .K·l~

l }·1 ~
I . .')If 1
\ ,71 f)
1 Hill
li,'l] 2

1.fili',
I .Ii·11
1 .1 ~-,o
I lii9
Ii. Ii: 1: I

i .Ii:':\
! .7;d
\ .7~',1
I ..'i~:~I
.~.IIOi

1,7:\7
I Ji4:i
I ,'lf1r.
2,0:)',
7,:IH7

1.7'1K
1.7;,0
1,!IHfi
1.%:1
7 .1~l'7

1,fi:\;,)
l.!'1IH
I ,Ill 1
1.77.r,
!> 1;\.\,1

('ow

ami
hull

sJaul!h-
tpr

'I] .~

'II 1
:~ 1.()
!l2,ll

'l2.2

~/!',.4
qf-j 1
~11.!I
q:I.()
c\4 R

\..,;). ~)

'-'j ,\,

'<1'.1
'\1'.li
HH,;i

.,\(i r:,

1'7·1
H~l ~
.-<1\)

%.0

KQ·1
:<,7
-170
X'I .~
'\7.1'

,'1~,fi
'\~.f;
t'ol (J

'1\9
r.~II

Fpd
-h;);- •.•

, f tlltnl

I),. r('I'r) t

Step 1-'11'''. Add 'Em ("p.
All thal r"m.lIns 111 coming up WilL

a fon'cast of l{lt~1 ApriJ..lunp coUI,·
~I;tu~b ll'Y is to ~unl tot.al stA~pr and

,'"Illp prodlll'tinn " chanH'lprl/""
I I, dp~ t1.nri dq\vn~~ 111 prOdll('li'lll 11

Inl4'lr! in ll(l'-l 'In(1 (It\""n~ In jltl('P"l

~;trflr.~ priC'f'R tplld (I) f'I\C()lIra~.· h,-tel
t'XPi111hllPl, It'h~ 1il\'(HHhlt, pri'·t .., (ai'

11mkt' for lll'rd r"d' ,('lions
("lllSI'<]ut'ntly. Ih" \,lIi1dllP ph"" "I

"" (',lilli' ('vel, I\'pically ,,· •.s a d"wI'
urn 111 shH!~hter ii' ('attlnD"" WItt,

""id ['uws ,'nd h"l!"rs for iJr(>t'dil1~
As Pl"l(,(,S go down, cattl(,llle:, d.

'1JI' to stl>p holding ('x(r:. al1imal, 1"'1"
...<pansion and h"Ul1l morp bl'a,,)' \'\11
hn~ (II br{>edin~~tj('rd~. This .\ftd ....nl\l~p

,.liIimab to tlH' ,i<.JlIght,·r mark,·t
t•.l's m;suml' you pstlmat'· (o!;,!

COW ;lI1d bull ~Iau~htl'r at 1.7 million.

h k,l
7.11'1:,
7.:2'1>-.

., :;,1.0. (

f;.'lll
7, \ :d,

li)"1" :
li,7(1'!
7. i i~J

n.·,4(1
f),kf":'
1,111
(;.i'\',' .

fi '''f,
Ii ,i:
I~ ",
;' !.fIt",

~fl,"'l I :

7,().'·,1

~t7, ,~.~(

Thollsand he(!d

(),·},n
().n~'

(i. ,illI
(),77;)

2n,Rf12

n.,')H:)
n,2in
,').,1:''.>\
f) .;)1);;

2-".:l:ll

F II-H;

:'.94 q
;,.Kti:l
(). 0(, 7
!1,9KJ

~:I,Khl\

1,.141-<
0.219
(,.:m2
n.21 !1

24./'\1'14

0,2:n
fi. 27 K
\1.::'94
1".1(,'<

2;,,2Kl

Tot:1I

:i .:if) 7
:i.hK:i
;,,71-11,
:). l12 4

~2.f)li2

\ 1:.:.i III ~ \ llj !J t'I' II t" 1,' r" \ t <) t \11 t;: I, ,

'!lJli ,iU'll' li.'\\ .llld hi;; ...1.: ,pc

""lll't' I ~H),"';'
h,""'.dl~. 11 ha, i'\\Ictual,'d Ie "'Il

.d),)l!( 1 tlll\il1t'.ln 10 l., •... tnjl!lon ht·,'H.

ht:t wlwllwl" ~ ou'\Il1lak,' ~ our p~tHT\at'·
"" tl,,· hi~h "I" low Sldl' ,,( this I an,:"
d, I"",b "l P,ll"t "11 whnt you fppl ~H:;'
'l~.'(il' /ne'('nlor,' lPport 1l1thl'H:.(.'1

.,i'''\1\ Ih" callle cycll'.

.-..:.,'1 '': ) 1'-, III

.-..,i(:U.,h ft'l

Ilt~hl t :I~; It.'V'.' ,t lli'opnrtinl: r
!" 'I!. l I 'j ) •••111l·~' 1 ~ ~ h;'"

'I,~l, L,d :l!ld jl'pl:ll'f'nlt'tlt Ill"

,llf.l lp\\'l'l \';i 11It, pi ICt':"> Cl\llSf'd "ill I'

'j'l 1L·! > 1,1 pLl. ( ll·\\t'r HIlU1111l·, "~I I,

.\ .... I I t, •••.•lll I ll\,)li' ;Itltrllals dH.' t\P:ll~

rJ: l ~,) It,t~ \\ II htlul gUIlJ)..; lra()u~h tl
11 lihi p.n,d Ct,l,dlul ....•,

1q7~ ,lnll.·Mar.
'\pr "lUll.
,Julv ~ppt.

D"t,-Df'('
Yt'ar

.1.11\ M.lr

)'par anri
qua rt"f

!<l7:< ,J:m-!\'Inr
Apr-,Iun.
,lulv·Sppt
( )et .\ )1'('.

Y";\r

lq~'I\ ,llln.Mar
Apr.·.Jun.
,Julv·Sppt.
(let -!)p('

Ypar

11171 ,Ian Mar.
ApI' -,Iun
,ju]vSppl.
(lel,·1 )PC'

'\'p:lr

j,lhH .Jall ·Mar.
Apr..Jull.
.lulv·Sppt.
(kt.'])I·('.

YI';lr

191;q ,I,m ·Mnr.
.-\pr,lun
.Julv·Sppt
()('\ 1 h'"
Y,':lf
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U.S. Oepartment 01 Agriculture
Statistic 8' neportlng S.rylce

HOG SLAUGHTER:
DO IT YOURSELFFORECASTS

'_'c t,;,!

Your D<lw /iasr

Ch.,rliUI! l'I'llsl'l'd'I'., 8/11",.1: 1('.-

Olll' or 1111'appro:"'!II'.' I" 1:>1",·",1
Illg fll(llr~\ h().~ -';!:111glltt'r lp,·dj-,.!t· ..•

:-'f'lpctl\d d:d;t :!~ tilt ; (! 'r.:..'." d',(,f I', '1'.

t't"por1 and ',pnh' pip1 i in;,
:-.hovn1 ~1I1p;lgt·:~ ;~ PileI t

rrhl'St' ('h~lrt,S sho\-'\.. Ii,;· ,I,\~i ,I.dl;

ship~ h.,t\vP(\1l tht, np?n',l'f 01 IH.~-' III

1\\'0 diff(\ren( Wpi~)ll I'''';-''l: '. !"-. iJl Jllt"1I'

1 "nil DI'Cl'm/)(>r I '" ,i\" ,'1::1"." ,:lId
th •. "'VI'I or ('IHnnwl'l'I;d hi'': ,,1."'1"111'1'
ill /)('C'('ml,,'r·Fd,ril:""'. ·>T:l,.'h·~l",·
(IUlll' l\lIg~~St. and .l,.~,t~:J l' It r \1,=,. ,11

j,,'r.

/\dJus/ (or Jurl{!mell/ Factors

Y Oil can forl'cast March·May
sJaul-(ht<>r in exactly the samp way-"
£''(1'1'1'1 that the weight classes to be
InIalI'd here are the under-60-pound
and the 60-to-119-pound weil-(ht
groups. Also, do your plottinl-( on the
chart at the bottom or page 3, which
i'!'lates to March-May supplies.

In March and September, the Hogs
alld Pigs report covers only the ] 4
major hog-producing States. There-
rOrl', som!' upward adjustment in the
inv\'ntory numbers to a probable total
tor al! fiO States needs to be made.
These 14 States had 86 percE'nt of the
US. total on Df'cember I, 1973.

You can Sf'I' that the charts on page
:l also include numbers and dots above
and be/ow the diagonal lines.

ThE's/' dots indicat(' the years and
art lIul markdinl-(s in the Decembpr-
f''{'bruarv and March-May quarters
during UI<' past dl'('ade while the
diai.(oll:d line indicatl's tl1l' aVNage for
I ~~fl4-72 Thl' distunn' tlw dots ar('
rrom the lilll's show how wid£' thl'
ann lI:d rI"viilt iOlls W"r\' from th,' 9-y"ar
aV(lra~p.

Tlwr(>'s lIS'lall)! a lo~.i('al ('x plana-
tion ror ('aeh variation or mon' Iik ••ly
st'vl'ral pxplanaLions.

A ca);f' ill point was la,! y,.'"r wll<'n "
ho"j of lIt1pr ••c\'d\'Il11·d f'onditiolls
v.rl'at Iv distorl •.<1 traditional O1arkdlng
patlern" !lPginnillg with spring markf't-
In~~

WI'il-(ht gains during 1973 were
much slowl'r Ihan usual--resulting
rrom adVNSf' wl'ather during the win-
tpr and .'pring, reduced reedinl-( of
pro1..·ins, anu thl' rl'pding or somE' poor

"., [',"n ahout 1 to 1'/~ p/lllnd~ :1
c." ::.", .• hirth 10 slaughtpr. Thf' com-
" I' "h· ..~htf'T markPl. weight for hogs

." ""Ie ".> "bout 2·j() pounds--whkh
,1', ", thai Dec('mbpr,February SlIp-
jlii(,~ .•. i;! ,-est nlainly on thll numbf'r or
',,, ' w,jghin" 120 or more pounds as

; ).'('('/1l!".r 1. \larch-May markl'tings
.... " ,'n:nl' malnlv rrnm the 120-pound-

, :111,1:'1' !frou!'.
'Th" '.;lhl(' on page 2 givf's the

i! "'''''!ll"t" markding schedulp for
." v"riou~ wpight groups throughout
I"" \ ".'1'. )

:' '-"I'p"asl marketings ror UH'
I '."'l' •..r Fd'rlJ:1rv quartpr, add up

,".m!wr or market hog:s 10 (h('
I ":'1'llllr1·plw.; weigl;! k'J'OUP as of

l'l;!,,'r 1 in HI\' United States. Th,,'
,;11.; wdl }", in tnf' f)f'('f'mber Hogs ami

f':,!.::.:; t~'port

·d. pmp",nt thi., total on tlw
I" ."", d pnd :'; lhl' bc)ttom of the
':., (.'llJIH'r-)-,C'bn"II·Y marketing'S chart
(71))) p:.;.' :'i. F:.>m lhpre, measure the
1~;l'i:1~""\ t) iil!' diagonal linp to read
n,' lh, ['n,b,'hl •• 1••",,1 Df !lw Decpm-
l;f r Ff'hruary ('omn1preial siaughtpr.

r If,rp's all iHust.ration:
Sli pPIlSl' 'In UI'f'pmher 1 tlll'r!' werf'

'n:11".)I] hpg's ill thl' 12()-(o-
I ''!l'l101Il1d WE'I~;ht (~rOUp; fl million in
jJ" 1,",I'o219-p,)und group; Ilnd ~
Inilll"!! ," th(' 2;~()-p()und-plus group.

'i ',," "omh'''''l' t"tal would h,' 17
'",,1''':1 Iv ,,,i. which you would plll-
,.olnt Oil OIP horizontal linp indicatinl:
1);,' 1111'1I1wr ,,[ Dl'cpmbf'r 1 markf'!
lj, \!\,l ll~hjng ! ~() puunds or mor(\

"""fl' i hat point draw a straight. lill('
" , :" i!w dia,"on:ll and rf'ad off th('
r,.., !',' ,;ll'd !f'v('1 of fJl'('pmbN·Fpbruary
..nm:. lil1,", YOII should get hetW\'I'11
;:1 'ai': !~Uimillion hE'ad.

Jr,-

, .,\

SHS' qll:lrl<'rly }JU!,., <1,,:1;,
will "ivp \,'OU muC'h "I' Ii" ,1.,1.,
nt·f·fl for nl;lkJdj..! ,1..,1(lu~ht('j 1,), !'. ;Ist:~ ll!

to i· nl!lnths h('ld'P' :11! ;)','ir ,-

llll'pdmg and lllarL, I ." '",
loa.ior hog-producill h ,. ,I,' ,,,., t'

cally irr>portant, " IHP',kri·.'.\,'
marKPt hogs h~ W('Il"!.1 ,i '''"

These It !:art.'r':; r"r,(,! ,,; .,,,
n1~d(lr d~)ta sourcp." for fn~r''''''::<''fl'r:-- 11-'

bnth GO\.'t'rnnH'nt illHl ",It~:.ft\' 1,'.'}lt.

projl'ct futuT!' hol' sllppli,'
TIH' ~11l1!1l:;!t·\' P;lgl"'~ ": 1"'f1<:' ',J:", t

will t!iV(l YOll :1 fpcl f, .. th
"lid n'~iol\al suppl~ "it:!;l;;
hug ilid \lstry

Starting with SRS' Ii, 'f'" " ,/ , U;"

report, any ho~ prO(ll ,-"'(,r I I ij( .•_T~~f.lni'

can make his own ~H-fq("! L: iObl

slaughtpr in thr COil':;'" Ill' "" h,
\Vith the 11l'Ip or" C"'lf)I" fI' ('."d I,

w(>'ll show YOll h,.w t., t.ak.· ',"
DpC'embt'r HOMS wd Pi!!, ""I)(H' ",,'
use it to gauge putt1nl_IaJ ::~ -t'~. ~_;J
plies during Decen,lwr F, I,r '." ""

March·May.
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December 1 weights

MJ'KING HOG
ESTIMATES

Producing and selling hogs for a
profit takes skill, . , and a little bit of
Juck. The luck part may bp out of the
farmer's hands, but he can improve his
managerial skills with solid informa-
tion abuut output and marketing plans
,)1' the Nation's hog industry.

The U.s. Department of A ••rricut-
;.un"s Statistical Report in~ Service
prf-parE's a full series of eSl,matf'S of
th" hog and pig'inventory, 'i(>WS far-
rowed, pig crop size, thp nmnbPr of
'·,)w,~ exppctl'd tn farrow, m1d othN
:>lIpply indicator;"

:\1aktng the~" eslimau·s accuratply
""fled conditions and prospects takes
:hp combined pfforts of hog producers
, nd tTSDA slr:tisticians.

Estimatl's start with information
from a representative group, or
sample, of producers. Some arl' scien-
:d'ical1y selected from mastlc'r lists of
names, others arp contacted when
('PI lain land areas are cho<;en for
df'iailf'd agricultural f:1Ct-gathl'rinl( pro-
t~ra ms.

Additionally, spl'(";11 efforts are
made to ~pt information from many
large hog producer, since their activi-
: if'S ('an have ;] si~nificant impact 011
till' ind ustry .

The survpy rlat;) coll ••cll'd by mail
'JlH'stionnain's, phone in tf'rviews, and
lJ'·",(mal contacU; are summarized in
paeh Stale office and summaries are
sent tu USDA in Washington, D,C. for
revil'w and official rl'[pase, All l'sli·
mates are prepared under security con-
rill.lons to prevent advRnc: •• rdp3Sl'. TllP
puhlic and lWWS media ge't copil's at
~chedulpd LlllleS.

Reliable hog information hf>lpn
brit)1( litability to the mfirkl't and rutH
llncf'rtainly about pot('lItial produc-
tion and suppli"s USDA I'ntimat"k
1H'lp slash rum(,rs and {'Off'Ca/;tli oCf('rpd
hy spt>cial intNest hrrnup~.

!log Plitimates are working lools for
ho~ producf'r.';.

(''; (,t" .\ Ii SRS r•.•purL, arl' available
frnm the State A~ncultural Statis,
Urian or SRS Information, U.S, De-
partml'l1t '-,f ,\j.;ricu!lurt>, Washington,
D.C'. 202f,ll,)

F.1C', If!}:!.' ow! PiRs report in('lud"f;
.';:r"~:~"ph on what produc('r<; S"y'

I~;".\ plan in thf' way of sow fnrtOWl n,;'
'" '.IH> coming quarter. If thl's<, intl'n
"'''1', materiali·:". t1wy ar!' gl'nprall:'
, ., lY ~"od indiC'atol' of supplies for Ii

, :c J1Ionth:; 1<Itpr.
.\ lways n m •.mber, though. lilt

ifl'p"tioll~ repurl /,f'fi •.'cts mdustry ('('11

i l">!lS at une point in limf'. Shou]n
''''~''' co nditions change, prod ucpr'

""hht alter t hpir production pl;lT1'
'·'amaticaliy.

.',lllP

,),11\, into parly August
Ii :\. August tltr()u~~h Spptpmber

" ·hN Ibrnugh Dpc('mber

---------------~--

-------------------
;·'il"$t week of Decl'mber
j),'cdnber into I'arly-.January
l;.ld:.- .Jantlary through February
',lurch through mir1-April
~f;,o! .\prit lhrough June

-; au~htpl period

Th,' 1'"llIt;\'(·I:-; simp[" eh.Htll'.
j('scribpd in till" a('tid" CIlIl help "
inrrnpr g..t :l (lcl'sppcl iv!' on th!' h,,;.:
'lIpply sit Uiilion In th., cominl-(
Ill'lnthc And thi~ may heip you lin',·
:>,o;n OWII markl'tillg~ to gl't U, •. '-'PI v
)wst pos.>;jbl., !,ric'" advanta!-(l'.

Fur instant'!'_ if you fOfl'sN~ a bi~'.
h(l.i)~t in lnurkptill~~ in lht, 1l1"Uj;lli.ll ,'I'

:lild Y~)Ll\!t' ~~'t Ln~~s IH~arlllg. Il!;l'-k l'l

weil;ht. you mil!ht want to !nov,' th~'m
to mark!'! !wf"rc th.· ('fowd gl't., tla·t'
d l:d prict's sa~.

And it's i' ~url! Ihmg that LlH' h.,·,.• ,'r
your knowll'flgl' of the overall l'iJV
,upply situation, the better your POSI-
tion is goin~~ (0 hl' in markt't in!.: vc \lr
produd.

220 pounds and over
t/'lO t.o 219 pounds
120 to 179 pounds
60 to L1U pounds
Under 60 pounds

220 pounds '1ncl ' 'v<,r
180 to :..>19 p"uncl~
120 to 17 9 pounds
60 to 119 pouncls
Undpr 60 poul1d~

------------------------- ----------------------
THESE LITTLE PIGGIES GO TO M/\RKET SRS' slaughtN reports indicate
most pigs go to market 5 to 7 months ,Ilter Uwy're born, if weight gains are close
to the averal(e of 1 to 1'':' pouncls dally. Th. table below shows the approximate
slaughter period for hogs in the yarinu:> weight classes at the start of the
December and June quarters, when O'lL, are available for the entire United
States.

lJu,dity ('orn trom the ID72 crop. I·"
slower ~a\l1S jengthem'd tll<' tIn'"
took for hogs tu rea('h markd wt'lpl,'

On top of th is d, !-t,., p""!U,"
packer bUYl'r, and ('onsume. 1',,<1(,"'-'"
to price f"('ezes were addJt;onal di""
liv/' factors in t.he marketing 'V~'l"l"

M(lst proulIcl'r& feed animals to hc"
w •.·jghts. thus slrJwing t\1P mO\'c'1111'n
,1l1'n\,ds thr<Jlq:i1 the productioll
m:'r\~\'hng sy!':.t.pnl.

(l\lil.' obviously .. ludgrrH'llt pi"
p.',-( In forpcasting fu(ur, """'~"lln
and wrwn plotting your ,L'lri~ ,~
nld~' \v:-lnt to adju ..•.t y, ..dt' f~)rp.(,:i.t.) 1\;

Ilj di)\\'11 d"p(,l1dI11~ on what you !ll;}",j.

prndu"Lld!; dt rnarkpl pncps port"!',!
:ll~:h ptlCllS '\:-;u:llly I·n('ct.r,.~

p""llle.", lu m:llk"1 :\t \ightpl IN"",f I
Ipdll..'.\lll1l!, till l1~lrr'!r-,I'r shl,):h-

nll~~.h{hi' ~2.rt'atl'r Ih~Ul lIsHal
"\\.l1\'t'rst\ly, In a p('n(H.~lJ~' d(\('!;'l.

I'"'" "_ produl'prs tl'nd lP hold "',;-
ill I i>- IOIll:Pr in hopes pnC'e" will ~, '
1'111(· hl'll!'r Thl' upshot .s U"l"',
llH'fl'''''' '11 av.'tag'· hOIl well!hts '."
pt'rh.\p:-l tt'\\l'r lhau nUrn\;il li 11),.

·,i.lllghlt'fl.'d \1\ 11'11' particular ql1li tll

Bt1t h.t'Pp 111 lTIUlU, hng" d"t;\\ ,.,
onl_' ~H'rlpd n1tlSr 1·I,.I'ntu.ilb •.. :Cijnl ':}

for ';;lle, In ordl'r I•• k •.·ep t.Jbs 0 1:1"

1ll0\'l'nH'llt, a do".' I".•k :It lh., ill" "

Inr\, by wl'l~ht c:'''''ps i, !H'( ••.:.;c,.,"~

t'ach quartt'r, By t'lltrlranng ~'II~lf [t

Il\lmtwl'!i to prl'VI'HIS y"ars ,iI'li :)1,
Vh>USquartl'fS, som(' c-onC1US10rl .. i).~\~f

Ill' drawn as to how t1w "p"ri
sl'mbly !in,," is moving,
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